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RMA Reform

• Repeal of the NBA 
and SPA (Dec 2023)

Phase 1

• Fast-Track Approvals 
Bill (March 2024) 

• RM Bill 1 (May 2024)

• RM Bill 2 (late 2024)

• Integrated national 
planning documents

Phase 2
• Replace RMA 

Bill introduced in mid-
2025 and passed in 
2026

Phase 3
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RMA Amendment Bills

• First RM Amendment Bill passed (October 2024)

• Second RM Amendment Bill and package of national 

planning documents soon-to-be introduced. 



Overview of the Fast-track 

Approvals Bill 
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Fast-track Approvals Bill - Background

March: Introduced 
to Parliament

April-June: 27,000 
submissions and 
Select Committee 

hearings

August: Cabinet 
decisions  

October: List of 
Projects announced 

October: Select 
Committee Report 

Nov/Dec: Second 
reading and 

Committee of 
Whole House 

Stage. Bill passed?
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Resource Management Act 1991

Wildlife Act 1953

Conservation Act 1987

Reserves Act 1977

Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014

Exclusive Economic Zone and 

Continental Shelf (Environmental Effects) Act 2012

Crown Minerals Act 1991

Public Works Act 1981

Fisheries Act 1996

Fast-track Approvals Bill – One stop shop
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Housing and Development

Infrastructure

Renewable Electricity

Mining and Quarrying

Acquaculture and Farming

Listed projects – 149 projects
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Housing and Development

Infrastructure

Renewable Electricity

Mining and Quarrying

Acquaculture and Farming

Unlisted Projects – 143 Plus
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Procedural stages

Referral 

process

Substantive 

Application

Panel 

decision
Appeals

STAGE 1 STAGE 2 STAGE 3 STAGE 4

Other projects All projects All projectsAll projects
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Eligibility criteria for unlisted projects

Significant 
regional or 

national 
benefits

Process 
would 

facilitate the 
project

Referring is 
unlikely to 
materially 

affect efficient 
operation of 
the process

Criteria for 
accepting 
application
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Procedural considerations

Mandatory 

engagement

Minister can 

specify 

restrictions for 

projects

Weighted 

towards 

development
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Proposed Initial Fees and Levies
Application type Amount excl GST

Referral 

application

Proposed initial fee: $8,000 

Levy contribution: $4,000 - $7,500

Substantive 

application

Proposed initial fee: $200,000 

Levy contribution: $100,000 - $185,000
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Implications for Property Industry?



Future RMA reform principles 

and timeframes
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Core Principles & Implications for Industry

Uphold Treaty 

obligations

Faster, cheaper 

and less 

litigation

Low-cost 

resolution of 

disputes

1 regulatory 

plan per region

Spatial planning 

and a simplified 

designation 

process

Shift system 

focus

National 

standards

Environmental 

Limits

Establish

two Acts

Narrow Scope 

of the effects



WWW. BE L L G UL L Y. CO M

Timelines

Christmas 
2024: Expert 

Advisory Group

Early 2025: 
Cabinet 

agreement

Early 2025: 
Detailed policy 

work

Mid-2025: 
Introduce Bills in 

Parliament

Mid 2026: 
Government 
aims to pass 
Bills into law
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The Bell Gully disclaimer

This presentation is necessarily brief and general in nature. No representation or warranty is 

given as to the accuracy or completeness of any information provided in this presentation. This 

presentation is provided for information and educational purposes only and does not constitute 

legal or professional advice. You should not act on the basis of any information contained in this 

presentation without obtaining legal or other professional advice specific to your situation. 

Bell Gully is not responsible for any errors, statements or omissions in this presentation, and is 

not liable for any losses, damages, charges or expenses, whether direct, indirect, or 

consequential and howsoever arising, that you suffer or incur as a result of or in connection with 

your use or reliance on the information provided in this presentation.

This presentation must not be copied or distributed to anyone else without Bell Gully’s consent.

 

© copyright 2024
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